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Two Poems by Archna Sahni 
 

 

Web of Life  

 

When I close my tired eyes to sleep, 

my toes turn into roots, sending 

swirling colours from my dreams 

to make unripe fruit give up their green. 

We are connected deeply, you and I, 

through the web of life. Who  

would believe it’s the waiting 

in my eyes that makes flowers fruit. 
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Colours 

 

The colour of a thing becomes a colour.  

A rose becomes the color red. 

A fruit becomes the color orange.  

What does this orange rose become?  

A childhood memory of eating  

an orange ice lolly, my eyes misting 

over like dew forming on petals,  

recalling a sharper taste, a simpler time. 
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Raised and educated in the cities of Delhi, Chandigarh, Kuala Lumpur, and Toronto, Archna Sahni 

calls both Chandigarh and Toronto home.  She is the author of poetry collections, First Fire 

(Calicut: Yeti, 2005) and Another Nirvana (Toronto: Mawenzi, 2018).  Her poetry has appeared in 

journals such as Westerly, Tuck Magazine, Tibetan Review, Re-markings, South Asian Ensemble, 

and Dialog, and anthologies including Best of Indian Literature 1957-2007 (Sahitya Akademi, 

2012), The Dance of the Peacock (2013), Voices Across the Ocean (2014), Words Gathered (2022), 

and Poets for Ukraine (2022).  Archna is the recipient of Agha Shahid Ali Prize for Poetry, Poetry 

Prize by A3 Foundation, and received Honourable Mention for E.J. Pratt Medal and Poetry Prize.  

She holds an MEd from University of Toronto and a PhD from Panjab University, and works as 

Assistant Professor at GGDSD College, Chandigarh.  

 

Email: archnadocuments@gmail.com.   

 

 

mailto:archnadocuments@gmail.com

