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EDITORIAL

Our maddening hunger for importance and appreciation

Human beings have always carried within themselves an intense and almost sacred desire to matter.
Beneath ambition, achievement, wealth, influence, and even ordinary social interaction lies a
powerful psychological hunger—the longing to be seen, acknowledged, admired, and considered
significant. Across nations, civilizations, and social classes, this craving reveals itself in countless
ways. After observing people from varied walks of life, one cannot help but conclude that the
pursuit of importance has become one of the defining obsessions of modern civilization. It is no
longer merely a healthy yearning for dignity or self-worth; it has transformed into an unquenchable
thirst for recognition, applause, validation, and public visibility.

Even those who occupy prestigious positions—politicians, scholars, industrialists, celebrities,
bureaucrats, intellectuals, and professionals—rarely attain lasting satisfaction. Achievement
undoubtedly brings temporary exhilaration, yet the human mind soon begins to crave a greater
audience, broader influence, and deeper admiration. Desire behaves like an ever-expanding fire: the
more it is fed, the more fiercely it burns. No summit appears final. The moment one degree of
recognition is attained, another rises seductively before the eyes. Thus, modern man does not
merely wish to live; he wishes to be noticed living. He longs not simply for existence, but for
visible existence.

This tragedy becomes even more pronounced among those who possess no remarkable academic,
political, social, or professional identity. Feeling invisible within the machinery of society, many
desperately seek avenues through which they may establish significance. In this regard, social
media has become the grand sanctuary of wounded egos and restless insecurities. Platforms such as
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, podcasts, digital magazines, and countless online forums offer
instant exposure to anyone willing to participate in the endless theatre of self-projection. A person
otherwise ignored in real life can suddenly acquire attention through followers, likes, comments,
shares, and manufactured online relevance. For many, this fleeting visibility becomes a substitute
for genuine worth.

Yet such fame is often hollow, fragile, and deeply deceptive. Beneath the outward display of joy
and confidence frequently lies a hidden emptiness. Gradually, people cease to present their
authentic selves and instead construct personalities designed entirely for public approval. Their
identity becomes dependent upon external applause. The more passionately they preserve their
social image, the more distant they grow from their real nature. Thus emerges one of the greatest
paradoxes of the modern age: individuals appear more connected than ever before, yet inwardly
remain estranged from themselves.

Equally disturbing is humanity’s growing willingness to attain prominence through dishonest or
manipulative means. Society increasingly values status more than substance, appearance more than
authenticity, and recognition more than capability. The desire to appear successful often outweighs
the willingness to become genuinely competent. In this context, the observation of Francis Bacon
acquires profound relevance: “All rising to great place is by a winding stair.” Many seek elevation
not through discipline, integrity, or merit, but through flattery, deceit, corruption, plagiarism,
manipulation, political cunning, and calculated pretension.

The consequences of such false elevation are disastrous. When positions of authority are occupied
by individuals lacking the intellectual, moral, or professional capacity those positions demand,
incompetence inevitably infects institutions. Offices, universities, governments, corporations, and
social systems begin to decay from within. Prestige becomes more important than performance.
Titles outweigh talent. Appearance overshadows responsibility. The inevitable outcome is
inefficiency, stagnation, mediocrity, and moral collapse.
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The corruption of intellectual and cultural life is equally alarming. Platforms created for the
dissemination of knowledge, meaningful dialogue, and constructive thought are increasingly
overwhelmed by sensationalism, vanity, superficiality, and noise. Serious scholarship now struggles
for attention amidst a flood of triviality and emotional spectacle. Wisdom is drowned by self-
promotion. Substance is sacrificed at the altar of visibility.

When I was young, I encountered How to Win Friends and Influence People by Dale Carnegie.
Among its many insights, one statement left a permanent impression upon my mind: “The deepest
principle in human nature is the craving to be appreciated.” Psychologically, this observation is
profoundly true. Every human being deeply wants recognition and appreciation. Genuine
appreciation nourishes confidence, strengthens relationships, and affirms human existence itself.
Yet an essential moral question arises: should appreciation emerge from truth, integrity, wisdom,
and authentic achievement—or from deception, illusion, pretension, and false display?

Modern society increasingly rewards illusion over authenticity. Pseudo-intellectualism flourishes
everywhere. Plagiarism has produced countless imitation writers, thinkers, and self-proclaimed
scholars who seek admiration without originality or effort. Some manipulate institutions merely to
acquire honorary titles and decorative credentials so that society may regard them as intellectual
giants. Such practices expose how deeply humanity has become intoxicated with image and public
perception. Instead of cultivating genuine potential, people often pursue shortcuts to admiration.
What makes this condition especially tragic is that it has infiltrated every layer of society. The
obsession with appreciation and prestige is no longer confined to the morally weak or intellectually
shallow. It has penetrated professional institutions, academic circles, administrative systems, and
centers of power. Doctors, engineers, professors, bureaucrats, and public officials are frequently
driven less by professional ideals and more by the craving for superiority, praise, and social
reverence. Subordinates flatter their superiors to secure favors, promotions, and protection, while
superiors gradually become intoxicated by inflated egos. Such environments silently nurture
arrogance, conceit, narcissism, and megalomania.

This culture of superiority becomes especially visible among those who possess wealth, political
authority, fame, or social influence. Snobbery and haughtiness often accompany power. Surrounded
constantly by praise and submission, many begin to perceive themselves as inherently superior
beings. They forget one of existence’s most fundamental truths: power is temporary, status is fragile,
and human life itself is painfully transient. A person celebrated today may be forgotten tomorrow.
In the immeasurable vastness of the cosmos, human beings are but fleeting particles destined
eventually to dissolve into dust and silence.

It is, therefore, deeply unfortunate that humility has become increasingly rare in modern society.
The higher many individuals rise, the further they drift from simplicity, compassion, and humanity.
Humility is mistaken for weakness, while arrogance is often celebrated as confidence and authority.
Society rewards visibility more readily than virtue, performance more readily than sincerity.

At the root of much human suffering lie three powerful obsessions: money, power, and position.
These forces have become enduring diseases of civilization, distorting values, relationships,
institutions, and even the moral structure of society itself. Entire communities revolve around
competition for recognition and superiority. In this relentless race, integrity is sacrificed,
authenticity abandoned, and human dignity gradually eroded.

Yet despite this bleak reality, one timeless truth continues to shine with quiet permanence: true
greatness does not reside in applause, titles, influence, or social prestige. Genuine greatness resides
in character, wisdom, humility, compassion, and sincerity. A truly evolved human being remains
simple despite success, humane despite power, and humble despite recognition. Such individuals
understand that importance granted by society is temporary, whereas integrity of the soul possesses
enduring value.

Unfortunately, pride, vanity, arrogance, and the hunger for validation are deeply rooted within
human nature, and history suggests they may never completely disappear. Humanity may continue
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to wander through ages dominated by superficiality, egoism, false prestige, and restless self-display.
Nevertheless, every individual still possesses the freedom to resist this collective madness—to
value authenticity over appearance, substance over status, and humanity over hollow admiration.
Only through such awakening can civilization reclaim some measure of wisdom, dignity, and moral
beauty in an age increasingly consumed by the maddening hunger for importance and appreciation.
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