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A Poem by Nilakshi Borgohain
CAMELLIAS

Daddy and I planted camellias,
a haven where their radiance inspire,
and blooms greet this new millennia.

From those green darlings, red blossoms danced
in our patch of wonder, singing in choir—
happy flowers from happy plants we planted.

Strong as a woman, sweet at a glance,
season after season they are afire;
they bloom, they die, their strength they romance.

Camellias in all my gardens—
briefly ensouled, the flowers fall, tired,
their calyxes cup each petal, ever ardent.

Death robbed my folks ’shade in one brutal stance.
I held my plant to still this mind on fire;
the living green sustained its life dance.

In my childhood home, I watched—

now majestic trees burst a scarlet bonfire,
plopping flaming flowers down, deceased,
singing the song of life in their last waltz.

Nilakshi Borgohain nee Gogoi.
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