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SEARCHING MY FIRST HAIKU 
Ram Krishna Singh  

Two years ago, a Pune-poet Kala Ramesh contacted me to know when I wrote and published my 

first haiku. While browsing my diaries to find the haiku, I discovered several poems composed 

decades ago without knowing that these could be haiku.  

Though 3-liners as stanzas of my regular poems have been written since the early 1970s, and many 

of them have the standard haiku structure, I have published most of my early independent haiku in 

the trilogy collections Every Stone Drop Pebble (Catherine Mair, Patricia Prime and R K Singh. 

New Delhi: Bahri Publications, 1999) and Pacem In  Terris (Myriam Pierri, Giovanni Campisi and 

R K Singh. 'Peddling Dream,' English/Italian, Trento: Edizioni Universum, 2003).  

Haiku also appear in my early poetry collections, Memories Unmemoried (1988), Music Must 

Sound (1990), and Flight of Phoenix (1990). Now, out of print, the poems of these books are 

included in My Silence And Other Selected Poems: 1974-1994 (Bareilly: Prakash Book 

Depot,1996) and Sense And Silence: Collected Poems (Jaipur: Yking Books, 2010).  

Now, the first haiku: I can safely say, the first independent haiku poem was composed in January 

1973, though I'm afraid I could not publish it anywhere. I can’t trace if it was published:  

Reconciling  

inner jerks in the train  

running homeward  

                (Composed on January 8, 1973)  

The other haiku, then included in my book, MUSIC MUST SOUND (1990), were composed on July 

2, 1982:  

Scooped in the belly  

of a huge airbus  

it's only sunset  

and  

The night died  

for nobody trimmed  

the wick of lamp  

               (Composed on Feb 16, 1982).  

However, the haiku I would like to be considered as a good first haiku is this:  
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A stray sperm  

grows in the ovum  

blooms as puffball  

                 (Composed on Feb.3, 1985).  

First published in Poetry Time, Vol.XI, No.2, Summer 1986; and also included in Peddling Dream, 

2003).  

But I wonder how I could leave out certain haiku still unpublished in any of my poetry collections. 

Lest these are lost in the dust of time, I would like to share my first haiku (written in 1973) with 

poets/researchers interested in Haiku in English from India:  

Reconciling  

inner jerks in the train  

running homeward  

                  (Composed on Jan.8, 1973)  

Politicians  

come with gold  

no better than prostitutes  

                   (Composed on Feb.27, 1973)  

Alone in this room  

when I need love  

I'm offered cigarette  

                        (Composed on Nov.5, 1973)  

Even some later haiku have remained unpublished because they lack, as I thought then, the 5-7-5 

structure?  

Meeting at night  

she chuckles and looks  

a witch  

                            (Composed on Dec.13 1975)  
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Downpour is relieving  

after sultry days-  

wipes ulcerous taints  

                             (Composed on April 6, 1982)  

--R K SINGH  

 

 

 

Bionote: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ram Krishna Singh, also known as R.K.Singh, has been writing for over four decades now . Born 

(31 December 1950), brought up and educated in Varanasi, he has been professionally concerned 

with teaching and research in the areas of English language teaching, especially for Science and 

Technology, and Indian English Poetry practices. Till the end of 2015,  Professor of English 

(HAG)  at IIT-ISM in Dhanbad, Dr Singh has published over 60 books, including  poetry 

collections Tainted With Prayers/Contaminado con oraciones (English/Spanish, 2019), Silencio: 

Blanca desconfianza: Silence: White distrust (Spanish/English, 2021), A Lone Sparrow (e-book, 

English/Arabic, 2021), Against the Waves: Selected Poems (2021),  Changing Seasons: Selected 

Tanka and Haiku (e-book, English/Arabic, 2021),    白濁 : SILENCE: A WHITE DISTRUST 

(English/Japanese, Kindle Edition/Paperback, 2022),  SHE: Haiku Celebrating Woman That Makes 

Man Complete (e-book, 2022), Drifty Silence (e-book, 2023), Poems And Micropoems (2023), 

Knocking Vistas And Other Poems (2024), Leaves of Silence (2025), and Drifty Silence and She 

(2025) to his credit.   

 

More at https://pennyspoetry.fandom.com/wiki/R.K._Singh 
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