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The Philosopher's Stone ?

Timothee Bordenave

After recently reading some excerpts from the traditional alchemical texts that had been so
important to me during my youth, I sincerely wondered what one could understand from this
foundational concept for the mysterious alchemists : the philosopher's stone. I arrived at a simple
idea that I wanted to commit to writing here, humbly and for the record, to better formulate it for
myself, and then to share with any minds more ordered or enlightened than my own, as well as with
anyone who might have found it amusing or entertaining.

My first question was : what is a stone ? Everyone knows this word, which designates a mineral
element of nature, often defined by its density or solidity, its apparent immobility, its unchanging,
or nearly not, composition, and most often, its great antiquity. It turns out that the stones found all
around us in Nature, whether exposed on land or in the sea, are identified by our research as
forming the essential components of our planet, and also the essential elements of its topography.
We see, for example, immense mountains of stone, which we can admire here and there in the
distance, which we sometimes traverse or even climb to one of their peaks. We also observe that the
dwellings of our species, or at least the best-built ones, are primarily constructed of stone and stone-
derived materials such as wrought metals, concrete, and glass.

This leads me to believe that a stone can therefore be considered solid, hard, almost irreducible and
almost unalterable, even though it is often shaped by the work of men or women. We can consider
that it would come to us from time immemorial before our existence, and that it could well endure
in its essence for periods approaching infinity. It constitutes, as far as we know, the profound nature
of the world, all around us...

Furthermore, if traditional alchemy adds the word “philosopher’s stone” to define its quest and the
culmination of its science, is it perhaps primarily because it seeks to attain a philosophical thought
whose criteria possess the qualities of the stone? Perhaps, as well, does alchemy seek, through its
philosophy, to find or shape a perfect stone, so that it may complete the reasoning of the mystical
sages ?

If to philosophize is, etymologically, "to love reasoning," then without going too far or too fast in
the semiological interpretation of the term "philosopher's stone," I think, we could suggest that these
two words together evoke an unchanging love for reason, or rather, a loving and unchanging reason,
quite simply at first. Then, considering other correspondences or correlations through the criteria of
logic and the variety of meanings implied by this relationship, we could put forward other meanings
such as: "reasonable, ancient, persistent love, recognized throughout the world," or even also "solid
and stable reasoning, invariable in its nature, and which we love to conceive."

As being considered well, could these words together help us imagine what the goal of alchemy
might be, through reflection ? Even though I have often read these mysterious and fabulous texts, I
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must admit that I cannot say anything about the operations described by these magi, nor about their
various allusions to miraculous properties...

Thus, for me, the alchemical treasure remains entirely inexplicable, or nearly so. But here, I propose
to suggest that, by intellectually attempting to formulate a definition of its name, this philosopher's
stone seems to be like an ideal, for which thought and the love of reason evoke or correspond with
the intangible qualities of a stone.

Does this perhaps imply, first of all, that this reasonable, then beloved, thought is defined as
sufficiently solid or immutable, dense and resistant, and permanent over time ?

Or perhaps that the products, or effects, of a loving and reasonable thought are comparable to a
stone in their solidity, their immutability, and their qualities of resistance or longevity ?

To be honest, I am no one to establish this for certain. This is merely a humble view from my own
simple mind.

Anyone who wishes may seek to understand it better through their own intellect. It is said that there
are over three hundred thousand treatises on alchemy accessible to researchers. This immense range
and diversity of texts, all evoking this same magical treasure of opulence, wisdom, and good health,
is all the more strange because it remains incomprehensible, and since no formal proof has ever
been established.

I will quote for you here a famous maxim of the alchemists : "By fire, your nature will be entirely
renewed."

Without, to express it again, being able to claim to explain this to you...

A mystery !

Timothee Bordenave

Paris, France I I
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Bionote:

Born in 1984 in Paris, France, Timothee Bordenave is a French author of fiction and essays, and a
poet. He has published many books, about 25 to date, and his literary works have been translated in
large parts to about 20 languages... He is also a visual artist, whose photographs and paintings have
been shown in France and in various international locations.

After a Literary Baccalaureate, and then Law and Information Sciences studies, he used to work
directing libraries in Paris, and nowadays he is a full time creative.
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